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International Culture Reflected in Entrepreneurial Activity

Creativity is a key entrepreneurial aptitude and is encouraged in DACA art lessons as well as across all

curriculum subjects.

The visits to New York’s MOMA, the Museum of Modern Art and the Metropolitan Museum enabled students
to see original iconic paintings and works of art that they had only previously seen in books. One of the A Level

students was inspired by seeing works by her favourite artist, Chuck Close:

New York Sights — An Eentrepreneurial History and Geography

Taking the ferry to Liberty Island and the historical records at Ellis Islands helped the students understand the
importance of heritage to the American nation. The museum of Ellis Island documents the journeys of these

early entrepreneurs from all parts of the world to begin a new life in a new world.

Sian, aged 18, said:

A more sombre feeling was evident at the Ground Zero site where the Twin Towers had once stood. Most of

the students were aged about nine when the Twin Towers were struck. One student commented:
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CONCLUSION: Entrepreneurial Lessons Learned

The Opening Eyes visit to America was a success on many levels.The majority gained a great deal simply by
being on a school visit for 10 days and seeing the sites of one of the world’s most inspiring cities. However, the

majority also gained insights into a different culture that left them feeling inspired - and grateful.

For the students, the visit to the Greyston Bakery gave them hands on experience of working in a social
enterprise that gave them a depth of understanding about what it means to make a profit and meet a social
need. Many felt this experience had made entrepreneurship more relevant to their lives and gave them an
engaging ‘case study’ to discuss when back in the classroom. Some felt inspired by the innovative approaches to

tackling poverty, homelessness and unemployment.

The visit to the supported housing for the homeless and the opportunity to volunteer at the food distribution
centre gave them insights into what it means to support your community. Many students said the experience
had given them a greater appreciation of the sense of community, state education and welfare safety-net at

home.

While the students were surprised to see schools set up in supermarkets and in office blocks, they were
impressed by the students’ pride and enthusiasm and the emphasis placed on education as a means of lifting
people out of poverty. Many said they felt it made them reassess their view of education and what they could

gain from school.

One student said:“l am really glad | went. | now understand more about why some people cannot get out
of difficulties and it was rewarding to see where people are giving time to make their communities better.
Otherwise | would have thought everything in New York was about success and money. Education and learning

seems to be more respected here than in the UK”

The DACA staff said they had gained first hand experience of an education provision designed to secure the
best outcomes in the most challenging communities. While there were aspects of the Charter School system
that concerned staff, for instance what appeared in places to be extreme and authoritarian approaches to
imposing self-discipline rather than promoting student responsibility, there were many ideas that they thought
could be taken back to the UK as best practice. In particular, staff noticed the high profile celebration of every
teacher’s personal education and qualifications, the visible and practical approaches to assessing pupil progress

and the collective celebration of every pupil achievement, no matter how small, in the classroom.

They were also impressed by the methods used to engage the parent and community. Gaining the support of
parents and young people committed to working with teachers in a shared educational goal seemed to be the

key. They were struck by the level of student motivation and what had been achieved with very few resources.

One of the student’s parents said on her return:“Our daughter had never wanted to go on a school trip before.

She has returned more confident and enthusiastic about going to school.”

A school visit like this provides an opportunity for students and teachers to challenge and change their
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preconceptions of New York.They had not realised that that contrasts in wealth could exist in a city. They
saw deprived neighbourhoods located side by side with Manhattan skyscrapers, department stores and art
museums. For some it provoked questions about their home town, Darwen, and raised awareness of social

issues that span the globe.

“Visiting the social enterprises gave us a contrast with all the money spent on food and shopping in New York,”
said one student.“Most of us have bought at least three pairs of trainers here! It has meant our visit was not
just like being a tourist. VWe saw something about what goes on outside Manhattan and so we will have more to

say and more to remember about New York.”

The DACA students’ eagerness to remain in contact with some of the American pupils they met bears
testimony to the benefits of cultural exchange. The Academy in Darwen is hoping to develop this contact

further in future.

The Opening Eyes programme is an example of the added value a sponsor can bring to students in the Academy
system. Changing mindsets is fundamental to Rod Aldridge’s chosen specialism of entrepreneurship and the
experiences gained by students on this trip are directly relevant to an entrepreneurial curriculum. Modern
technology means that the relationships made with partners and organisations can be maintained and there are
opportunities to share best practices or student/teacher exchanges. Taking education outside of the classroom,
the school, the locality and in this case the country helps nurture confidence, maturity and awareness in the

students and arguably more likely to consider different options for their future.

Finally, the visit to New York enabled the students to expand their skills and understanding of the six
entrepreneurship themes that DACA seeks to instil: determination, creativity, problem solving, risk taking, team

work, and passion.

The Aldridge Foundation



The Aldridge Foundation
|9 Buckingham Street

Duncannon Street
London ey LA
WC2N 6EF
- [
Tel: 020 7925 7900 =
Fax: 020 7839 1530

Trafagq,. Sq

www.aldridgefoundation.com

Registered charity number: 1102285



